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Unit 22

B e i n g Yo u r O w n
Boss

Vo c a b u l a r y a n d D i s c u s s i o n

Entrepreneur

March

Start-up

The man wanted to open his own
business and be an entrepreneur.

The band marched down the street
during the city’s parade.

Jack agreed to invest time and
money in Susan’s new start-up.

Sacrifice

Savings

Scale a Business

Sometimes, you have to sacrifice one
piece to win the game.

After paying all of my bills, I didn’t
have any savings left.

My start-up has done well. I think
it is time to scale it and expand.

D i s cus s i on Que s t i ons

What do you think are the pros
and cons of being your own boss?

Discuss the following questions with a partner. Be prepared to share your answers.
01.

What do you think it means to ‘be your own boss’?

03.

What’s the most rewarding aspect of working for yourself ?

02.
04.
05.

What’s the most difficult aspect of working for other people?
Do you know anyone who started their own business, but was unsuccessful?
Do you think you have what it takes to be an entrepreneur?

Being Your Own Boss
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S k i l l s a n d C o n s i d e ra t i o n s

Being Prepared

D is c u s s i o n A c t ivity

D i s cus s i on A ct i v i t y

What are ten skills that a person should have to be a successful entrepreneur?

An entrepreneur will face many challenges, so you should be prepared for the worst before starting your
business, or else your business may be doomed to fail before it starts.

01.

06.

02.

07.

03.

08.

04.

09.

05.

10.

Compare your list with a partner. What do you agree on, and what do you disagree on?

What are ten things you should consider before starting a business?
01.

06.

02.

07.

03.

08.

04.

09.

05.

10.

Make a list of ten problems you might encounter
when opening and running your new business.

What do you think is the solution for each of the
problems you listed?

01.

01.

02.

02.

03.

03.

04.

04.

05.

05.

06.

06.

07.

07.

08.

08.

09.

09.

10.

10.

Compare your list with a partner. What do you agree on, and what do you disagree on?
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Difficult Choices

Statistics and Discussion

C r it ic a l T h i n k i n g Activity

Scaling too fast and too soon
is the number one reason
most new companies fail.*

Read the following situation, then consider each problem. What would you do if you met the same problems? Make a
few notes, and then discuss your answers with your partner or group.
You’ve finally done it! You’ve finally saved up enough money to start your own business, and you are incredibly
excited! Not only that, but you just got married to the woman of your dreams, and have even started talking
about having a family together. Life is looking good, and you are ready to live the perfect life.
Problem 1: What do you do?
You started your own business six
months ago. Sadly, it isn’t doing well,
and your are losing money. You have
enough money for three more months.

Two founders, rather than one, significantly
increases your odds of success. You will raise 30%
more investment, grow your customers three times
as fast, and will be less likely to scale too fast.*

Problem 2: What do you do?
You worked harder, and you managed
to save your business. However,
your spouse is upset that you are
never home. It’s the business or your
marriage.

Check “Statistics Sources” in the back of the workbook for additional information.

St a t i s t i cs D i s cus s i on
Discuss the following questions with a partner.
01.
02.
Problem 3: What do you do?

You try to balance your business
and home life, but you fail, and your
wife leaves you. One year later, your
business fails. You have no marriage,
no savings, and your home gets taken
by the bank.

Who would you trust to be a co-founder of your new business?

Why do you think “scaling too fast and too soon” causes so many new businesses to fail?

E x t e nd e d Di s cus s i on
What are three ways that you can set-up a new company so that it will be able to scale smoothly as it grows?
01.
02.
03.
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Unit 23

D i vo r c e

Vo c a b u l a r y a n d D i s c u s s i o n

Separate

Upwards Trend

Equality

Before divorcing, my wife and I
decided to separate for a few months.

Divorce rates in my country are on
an upwards trend.

The company treated all employees
with equality and fairness.

Infidelity

Abuse

Intimacy

My infidelity with her best friend
made my wife decide to leave me.

Physical abuse is a common cuase of
divorce in many countries.

Intimacy is an important part of a
romantic relationship.

D i s cus s i on Que s t i ons

What do you think are the pros
and cons of divorce?

Discuss the following questions with a partner. Be prepared to share your answers.
01.

How do you feel about divorce?

03.

When people divorce, should the property always be divided equally?

02.
04.
05.

When do you think divorce can be a good thing?

Some people worry that divorce can have a negative impact on children. Do you think this
is true?

What would make you decide to get a divorce?

Divorce

Page 143

R e a s o n s f o r D i vo r c e

A Marriage Course

D is c u s s i o n A c t ivity

Col l a b ora t i ve A ct i v i t y

What do you think are the most common reasons for divorce?
01.

You work at the local counseling center in your city. You want to attract more business to your center by
designing an eight-class course for people who plan to get married. The purpose of the course is to help
marriages have a better chance of success.

02.

Consider the following points:
•
•

03.
04.

What is the topic of each class?

What methods will you use to teach each topic?
Example

•
•

Will you give examples?

What skills will you teach?

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Topic: Abuse
We will teach through
conversation and show
video examples of victims
of abuse.
We will teach anger
management and
conversation skills.

05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
Compare your list with a partner or group. What’s missing?
Work with your partner or group. Choose five reasons from your list. What can be done to reduce the rate of divorce
caused by each of the five items?
01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
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Minimizing the Impact

Statistics and Discussion

C o lla b o ra t i ve Activity

Some statistics show that
people who get married
later in life are far less likely
to divorce.1

You have decided to get a divorce. However, you have two children, and you are worried about how the divorce
may impact the children. The youngest, a girl, is 5. The oldest, a boy, is 13.
How should you explain the divorce to the youngest child?

How should you explain the divorce to the oldest child?

Since 2000, many
countries have shown a
decline in divorce.2

What are five ways that you can reduce the negative impact of the divorce on them?
01.
02.

Check “Statistics Sources” in the back of the workbook for additional information.

St a t i s t i cs D i s cus s i on

03.

Discuss the following questions with a partner.

04.

01.

05.

02.

Why do you think people who get married later in life are less likely to divorce?
Why do you think the rate of divorce is on the decline in many countries?

A g re e or Di s a g re e
Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
01.

A rising divorce rate is a good sign of a society’s development.

03.

The law should require people to separate for six months before allowing a divorce.

02.
04.
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A rising divorce rate shows women are becoming more equal in a society.
People shouldn’t be allowed to wed until after they turn 30.

Divorce
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This workbook was created based on the PowerPoint series at www.eslppt.com.

